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FIFTY YEARS ON AT ST. FRANK'S: 

Oigest 
COLLECTORS' DIGEST 

· Founded in 1946 by 
HIBBERT LIX:KENBY 

Pri ce 2s . Od. 

Our Nelson Lee columni sts rmind ua that it is exactly fifty years 
ago since St , Frank's was created, and Nelson Lee end Nipper went to 
tba t school, 

In some lf6¥S, this event is one of th e moet remark able that ever 
occurred in tho 'Nhole of old boys• book lore, It vas lla:i:well Scott 
'Nho created Nelson Lee as a det ec tive, way back in the last decade of 
the Victorian era. Not long after, Nipper W"'9 added to t he cas t, 
appearing as a schoolboy at St. Ninian's end eventually as Nelson Lee' s 
as sistant. Clear ly both detective and school stories were po!'llar at 
this time, and Scott had the clever idea of malcing a link between t he 
two. 

In 1904, the Maxwell Scott story "The Great Unknowi,, " of very 
great length , ran as a serial in the Eoys • Friend . Thi s was m&inly a 
thrilling detective tale, but 80lll8 sequence s were set at St." Ninian' s 
where Nipper was a schoolboy describe d as a 11sem.i-m.ill ion&.i.re." As a. 
!'lblic ecbool boy he spoke a type of King' s English which rather 
stretched the bounds of cre dulity , though readers wer e unlikely to be 
critical on thio point. , 

When the Nelson Lee Library co-need in 1915, it cate red for 
detectiv e story enthuaiasts . Various writ ers contribute d to the saga . 
~t i1'>2!!!L.!.2!..1L•"c~ t~z_~i:;_z~a~ , Lee and Nipper wer.t to St. 
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Fr ank's as schoolmaster and schoolboy respe ctively , and the series , 
from then on , was exclusively i n the hands of E. S . Brooks . I am un-
a ble to say whether the idea for this radical change came from Mr. 
Brooks himself or whether it was editorially inspired . 

A change like this in a popular series is not wiique . The 
remarkable factor was that from now on the adven tures were to be re 
la t ed ostensibly by Nippe r himsel f , and in consequence the stor ies 
were written in the first person . I t was a brave experiment. 

Authors are aware that "first person 11 writing is nothing like so 
popular , generally speak in g , as the other sort. Plenty au th ors admit , 
in fa c t , that they woul d find it diffic ult to write i n th e first 
person. I , myself, have a lways found it much eas ier to write in the 
f irst person , though it presents i ts own problems . For in s t ance , the 

"first person" writer can onl y be conv i ncing on event s which take place 
while he is actually present . His canments are his own opinions, and 
consequently not so convincing as when a " third pe r son " writer makes 
statements which must be accepted as facts. The "fir st person" 
writer may not be speaking the truth , or he may be biased, or his 
memory may be inaccurate. There are no such doubts abo ut the ordinary 
"third person" storyteller . 

Schoolboys are notoriously conservative, so Mr . Br ooks • s ta sk was 
no easy one. It is wonde rfu l evidence of his gifts that he was able 
to swi t ch hi s s ty l e in this way , carry the 11hard core 11 of Lee readers 
with him , and add to their number for many years . 

I can thi~ of no other series in old boys ' book lo re which was 
changed in the same way . The stories as told by Nipper earned a 
spank ing following, and I should think it ce r tain tha t the popularity 
of the Lee was a t its zenith while Mr. Brooks ' s had Nipper holding the 
pen . 

COMPLI MENTS FROM THE STATES: 
In a post-bag of really ~ssi ve proportions this month , I have 

recei ved a chartri.ng letter from a comparatively ne w subscriber t o 
COLLECTORS• DIGE.ST. He is Mr. J . Randolph Cox who is the reference 
lib r arian to a Minnesota college . Mr. Cox wri tes : 1'Af t er re ading 
five i ssues of COLLECTORS' DIGEST I t hought it was tim e I offered you 
some opinions . I find it a fascinating and delightfu l publica tion 
though I run hampered by the strange dilemma of having l ittle knowledge 
of the papers and stories you discuss. As a collec tor of detective 
stories and thrillers , I have long lmown the name Sexto n Blake. On a 
visit to England last summer I saw my first Blake , and bought i t as 
well as four others." 
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After some comments on various other matters in connection with 
the hobby , Mr. Cox concluded his let te r: "Ma,y I also compliment you 
on a very literate publication. So many publications for collectors 
and hobbyists over here are so filled with slang and jargon th a t they 
actual ly are difficult to read , or at leas t t hat is what I think." 

A l etter l ike Mr. Co:x's brings great pleasure to an editor ' s 
heart. It is very pleas i ng to know that Collecto r s' Digest is 
appreciated "acr oss the pond. 11 

WHO' S WJ!OS & DOUBLE NUMBERS: 
Just a word or two about Collectors ' Digest Who's 'iho which is 

due to be published in the ear ly autumn. One or t wo readers have 
commented that we left no space on the form fo r your address . We 
alre ady have your address, . and this will be i ncluded automatically . 
If you wish to include a telephone number, t his should be printed 
clearly at the top of the form . Readers are reminded that the last 
dat e for receiving the completed entry forms a t t his office is July 
15th . The order fo= for the 1967 \lho' s \lho will come to you with 
our August issue. 

There has been an overwhelming support for the idea of the Double 
Number which we mentioned last month as a possib le wey of celeb rat i ng 
our 250th issue and our 21st ·birthday . It is i mpossible to say a t 
the moment whether the Double Number will material i se. Such an i8sue 
vould present qui te a fev problem.s for ua at the production end. We 
hope t o let -you know something defi nit e next month. 

THE EDITOR. 

THE CAPTAIN:- Bound volumes from XIV to XXI inclusive (Oct . 1906 to 
Sept . 1914) . Excellen t condition . 10/ - per vol. Delivered 
Birmingham area. 

;1 . W. MORGAN, 14 LITTLE GREEN LANES, SUTTON COLDFIELD, WARWICKSHI RE. 

-- ---- -- - ---------- --- -------- ---.!.-
WANTED: Good l oose copie s or volumes containing aey one or more of 
the following : GEM.S: Some issues between 801 and 8'2; 953, 954, m.•.~ .~~m.m.~.~.~. • .- . m.~.m. 
993, 995. ~: 401, 403 , 407, 409, 413, 415, 421, 422, 427, 
433, 441 , 442, 466 , 467 , 474. 

SRIC FAYNE, EXCEIBIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD., S!JRBITON, SURREY. 

12 Gl![lfRIARS s.o.Ls. exchange only , ditto. 
HAIGH, 6 1 ROWAN DRIVE, KEYWORTH, NOTTS. 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
JULY 1917 

A remarkab le t hing has happened in the Ne lson Lee Lib rar y . At 
the en d of thi s month my pal , Lindsay , a ccepted a Gem in ex change for 
a Nelson Lee , and I was very i ntree ged by the s t ory . Nelson Lee and 
Nippe r were bein g hounded by a grue some Chinese gang cal l ed the Fu
Chang Tong . To e scape a ttention fo r a t ime , Lee and Nipper went to 
St . Fr ancis ! School (shortened to St. Frank' s ), where Lee became a 
master and Nipper became a boy un der the name of Richard Benne tt. 
Nip per dyed his hair fair with a chemical invented by Lee , and it also 
made it curly so he could pass as a 15- year ol d . 

But the unusu a l par t of it all i s that Nipp er himself tells t he 
story , and I very much liked it fo r a change . On his way t o schoo l 
Nipper went i n a boat whi ch was being rowed by three St. Frank ' s boy s 
named Bob Christ i ne , Roddy Yor ke , and Charli e Talmadge . It was an 
e xciting tale in which a Mr. Thorne was abduc te d , and Lee and Ni pper 
naturally pl ayed their pa r ts i n sav i ng the man. There is t o be 
ano 't her of these St . Frank ' s tales , told by Ni pper , in a f ortni ght's 
time , and I would l i ke to read it. 

This sort of thing must be ' ca tc hing for , in t he Uni on Jack , 
Tinker is also writing his •1case book" in the first person and the s tor y 
is entitled '" Twix t Sunset and Dawn. " Doug was t alking a bout it , and 
I may get him to l e nd it to me. 

This month t her e was a daylight ae roplane r aid on Harwi ch , and 11 
people were killed and a lot i njured . Acco rding to Dad ' s newspape r s, 
the cost of food has risen by 104% si nce war broke out in 1914. It' s 
really a wful. 

Once again Rook wood has been tip- to p in the Boys ' Fr ie nd . Fir st 
tale of the month was ·"The Shadow of Shame ,-'' in which Ji.mmy Si lv er 
r ece i ved a pencilled pos tc ard from his cou sin Bob who i s a sol dier at 
t he front, The postcard seemed to show t hat Bob was sor rowful be 
cau se he had been t urne d out of the army for cowardice . · But Tubby 
Muffin had read t he card while it was in the rac k , and kne w that it 
had been al ter ed . It was Erro ll who traced the c rime of forgery to 
the new boy Lsttrey. 

"Sa vi ng a Scapegrace" next week was excel l e nt . Mornington was 
. peeved because J immy Silver would not say at onc e that Morny was to 
pl ay cric ket against Greyfr i ars . So Morny arranged to go out in a 
trap with Lsttrey and his bounders . But Erro ll was i nj ured by 
Legget t and unable to play , so Morny was persuaded to take his pa l ' s 
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place in the eleven . 
"Smythe ' s Terrible Uncle 11 was a fair tale. Smythe felt di s

graced becaus e he had an unc le whom he had neve r seen , only a private 
in the army at Latcham. Morny paid a boozy bounder fr om the Bird - in 
Hand to come to Rookwood, pre te nding to ba Smyt he ' s uncle . 

Las t tal e of the month was one of th e bes t of al l Rookwood 
stories. Cal le d 11Lef t in the Lurch ." Knc»des is s piteful because 
Bulk el ey is only playing three "Modern s" agains t St. Jim 1 s . So 
Knowles , Frampton , and Cat esby lose the trai n, pretendin g it is by 
accide nt . But Ji.Jmy and Co had learn ed of the plot t hrough Tubby 
Muffin - and Jimmy, Err oll , and Lovell r aise the money and go to St . 
Jim ' s . And Bulkeley is happy that he can fie l d a complete eleven of 
Rookwooders , eve n thoue;h three of them are j uniors . 

It has been a month of surprises . Sheerness has ab andoned its 
t r amway sys t em thi s month," t he first time such a thing has ever 
occurr ed . It rea l ly was a strange t hing to do in war time . 

Both the Gem and the Magnet have been fine this month . Firat 
s tory in the Magnet was 11Si r Jimmy' s Pal II in which a young fel l ow 
called "the Spadger, 11 f rom th e slums , came to vi sit Sir Jimmy at Grey -
f r iars . He was accused of theft , but the Bounde r cleared him and , 
la te r , the Bounder's fa the r saw to the Spadger's future . 

Then came "Shari ng the Ris k 11 i n which Snoop·'s f ather , who was in 
pr i son , esc aped an d came near to Greyfr iar s . .... In the end Mr. SnooP 
joined the army as a pr i va t e . 

"Against His Own Side" was an excel l ent cri cket s t ory. Ponsonby 
per suade d Harry Wharton t o agree to meet his , Pan ' s , eleven at cricket . 
Wharton put out rather a scratch t eam, but the Bounder played f or 
Pan's eleven and Greyf r iars was defea ted . 

Finally , in "A Lesson for Skinn e r , " Skinner t ried to cause 
trouble for the Bounder. Vernon- Smit h is always ruthless , and One 
night , when Skinner lient out on the tiles , Smithy locked him out . 
Skirm er, ter ri fied , trie d to climb up the ivy to the dorm window, and 
the Bounder rescued hi m at grea t ri sk . · 

Every story featured the Bounder prominen t ly , and it has been a 
grand month in t he Magnet. 

At one of our cinemas there i s a new Pearl White se r ial. It is 
called "Pear l of the Army, 11 and Episode One was ca l led "The Tra it or." 
The big pictures we have seen this mol}th are Fanny Ward in ''A Gutte r 
l'..a.dalen~, 11 Clar a Kim.ball Young in 11The Rise of Susan ," Alan Hale in 
"The LoYe..Thief , 11 and Jack Pickford in "Seventeen ." I don ' t care 
ItUCh f or Clara Kimball Young for she is drama ti c and al ways has a 
heav i ng boosso om, but Alan Hale and Jack Pickford are very jolly boys 
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i n ni c e, lively pic tures . 
Charlie Chaplin in "The Rink11 and also in "The Vagabond" came 

round again , and I liked them as much as ever . 
I am not very keen on Grundy, but "The Great Grundy," which was 

the month ' s firs t tale in the Gem was qu ite good though it had a bit 
coincide nce . Grundy' s uncle had been robbed by an abskonding secre -
tary . This secretary was re port ed as having been seen wi t h a wooden-
l egged man . Taggles ha s engaged a new man- of - all - work named Smith . 
He has a wooden l eg. !hro ugh th e cle verriess of Levison, it is f ound 
out that Smith is th e wi cked secre t ary , and his wooden leg i s a false 
one . 

Next month it was Fatty Wynn who was '!A Disgr ace to the Study . " 
He is accused of hogging food in wartime . Actua lly he is helping a 
widow whose husband has been ca lled in to the army. 

I really was not keen on "Kildare of the Great Hear t , " in spite 
of its nice title . Kildare , returning late from Southampton , found 
Knox out late at nigh t. Kildare was biffe d on to the railway line . 
Monteit h, also out late at nigh t, rescued him. Later , t o ge t money 
which Monteith bad l y needed , Ki ldare took pa rt in a prize ·.figh t . A 
bit cruinmy, and the seniors talked like walking dictionaries . 

But the 1ast t ale of the month, "Hi s Br other ' s Keeper " was really 
out s tanding , and the firs t of a ser i es . Manners Minor is t aken up by 
Racke & Co. But Manners Major, like the Bounder , is rut hless . He 
threatens Racke t hat unless he l eave s Reggie Manners alo ne he wil l 
appeal to the Head. So Racke s li ngs out Manner s Minor , who is bi tt er 
and furious . Fine t ale , and more to come. 

These days t he Gem stories seem to be get ti ng a good bi t sho rt er 
t han those in the Magnet. 

Fancy . School is now over , and t he long s ummer hols are here , 
I am .. not eure that we shall be going away , t hough Gr an woul d like us 
t o visit her at Layer Marney . 
------------- --- -- --- ---- -- ----- ---
FOR SALE: A.P. Annuals : Modern Boy 1935; Popular Book Boys ' Sto r ies 
1932; Bo-P eep Bumper Book 1929 - 6/6 each . Film Pictorial Annual 1935 
14/- ; 28 Picturegoer and Pi cture Shows 1943 - 1949 - £ 1. Thomson 
Anns: Sliipp er Book fo r Boys (mint) 11/6 ; Speed Book for Boys 6/ -. 
7 Champions 1950; 1 Schoo l girls ' Own (1934) 6/ - t he lot . Percy 
Wes t erman Omnibus 800 pages 5/-. Tales Out of School - G. Trease 5/-. 

'Funnies Album.s (Gerald Swan' s Pubs) 1942, 43, 44 , 45 , 46 - 3/ - each or 
13/- t he lo t. Myst eries of Pari s (Eugene Sue) 800 pps 6/ -. 8 Young 
Britains 1920 - 21 - 11/-. 

L. MORLEY, 761 ST.·MARGARET' S RD. 1 HANWELL1 LONDON. W.?. 
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LONDON O.B.B,C. 
11NEI.SON LEE" LIBRARY 

On t his 50 t h annive r sary of the cre a t i on of St . Frank ' s , why 

not renew or make your acquaintance with Brooks I immort al charac ters? 

Practically every St. Frank's s t ory he ever wrote in the N~lson Lee 

is available to rea ders of Collectors' Dige st t hrough the London 

club 's W'll'ivalled collec t ion. Many sto ries written for ot her papers 

also available . For condit io ns of l oan, write to :-

BOB BLYTHE, 40, Ellesmere Rd ., Dollis Hill , London, N.11. 10. (S,A , E, 
pl ease), 

WANTED: Oldseriesl - 1\0 ; 114; 116; 121; 124; 129 ; 130; 

136 ; 137; 138; 139 ; 141 ; 144; 145; 146; 147, 

NELSON LEE CATALOGUE: A fe w copies s till available , 6/ - post free. 

SEXTON BLAKE MAKES HISTORY 

On July 29th Sext on Blake makes history by going in t o hard cover s , 
The publishers , a new firm under the name of HOVARD BAKER, will be 
off ering the first four titles of the al ready his toric Fi f th Series 
of t he Sexton Blake Library , issued as two bound omnibus volumes . 

Entirely reprin ted on top-quality paper , and given a durable 
binding, these books will be a. must for every collector . 

The FIBST Second Blake Cfulibus will comprise 2C6 pages , and will 
contain "LAIRD OF EVIL" and "TBE BREAK-OUT . 11 

The S!)'.;OND Sexton Blake 0mnibus will comprise 192 pages and will 
contain "l!URDERER AT LARGE" and "LET MY PEOPLE BE, " 

Both omnibus volumes will be published by Howard Baker , and will 
cost B/6 each , 9/6 inclusive of postage and packing to any part of 
the world , 

Readers wishing to secure copies should send no money. But they 
should put their names and address e s on postcards , stating t heir re
quirements , and mail to Howard Baker, 82 Girdwood Rd., London S.W. 18. 
They will be advise d when their copi e s are ready for dispa t ch . 

Additional information is that Sexton Blake is to be featured i n 
a Radio Serial (21 par ts) to be put out by the BBC in September. 
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N~LSON COLUMN 
(CONDUCTED BY J ACK \IOOD) 

..... 11 • . 1 ............. . ..... .. 
won-- .. •-_..,._ .. 
- .. --us ... ...... 
, .... -- ........... .. Cellop , ... _ ... ..,.. .... ,._.. ... , 
.......... .,. ............. .. n. ........ 
- ... fto hw7 -. ... " fto -..................... ,.... ....... ............. . 

THE MEETING OF NELSON LEE AND NIPPER By Rober t Bly the 

Have you eve r wondered under what circumstances Nelso n Lee and 
Nipper f i rst met? Most of our i nformation concerning them has been 
recmi.nte d by E.S .B. but what were they like , this immortal couple , as 
envisaged by Maxwell Scott their creator? 

I doubt whether t here are many who know the de tails of that 
his toric first meeting . I must confess that I, fo r one, di dn' t, until 
I was l oaned a co py of the "Hal fpenny Marvel 0 ent itled 11A Dead Man' s 
Secret" dated 1895 . 

Rather tha n let these gems of li t erature be l ike the fl ower 
11was ting its swe etness on the deser t air" I thought it would be rat he r 
a good idea , in this anniversary number , to make the fact s known to a 
la r ger audience and thus enable these f ascinating details to be handed 
down to posterity, 

After re ad i ng t hem you might think tha t they ought to remain 
decently dead and buried! ! 

Here then, in deathless prose , is how Nels on Lee first met Nippe r 
as told by Maxwell Scott, 

The si tuat i on is thi s . Outside a railway stati on Nelson Lee had 
l ost track of the cro oks who had absconded (must keep in charac t er ! ) 
wit h some 1-ge belonging to his clie nt, Later a porter is ab l e to 
help . 

• out wtth It nowl" sa ld Nel soo Lee eagerl,y . • sett er lat t' than neve rl H It enables 
i::te to trac e the luggage you ~all be well rewat'ded tor ~,our 1nronratton. 11 
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•well, lt ' .!I thts ,• said th e port er . • There's a dirty young r agamJrUn , called 
Hi pper , M'l.o hangs about the stulon se ll ing mat ches aoo event~ paperi, and who•s a 
perfec t young demon t or jUICl)lng up beh ind the cabs and c arriages . fie was here about 
ten minutes ago , ard , as soon as I clapped eyes on him, I remeci>ered t hat t had seen 
him jw:p up behlnd the carriage In l'til ch Hr. Thomson' s luggage was taken away.• 

And so we receive our first inkling of what to expect from 
Master Nipper . Tte "ragamuffin" ia duly f ound and reports to Lee. 

·Punctually at n ine o•ctock , jll.!t att ·er Ruth and the Pryces had depar t ed, the 
Jandl acty knocked at the sitting - room door , ttid announced that •a dirt.¥ young vagabond• 
was downstairs, Md had the t~udence to a.ssert that he had an appointment "1t h her 
lodger. 

•ShON" him up,• sald Nelson Lee, t.o her obYlous dl.sgust .ind surprise . 
•Are you Nipper? • he asked or the bare f ooted urchin l'tlo presently entered the room. 
•resstr _. replied that precocious Indiv i dual. •A.re you the gent ftlot s ofr ertng 

rarf-a - sov. for an addrts.s? • 
• I a.m,• said NelSon Lee. producing t he coin in question. 'This t s yours as soon 

as you have told me all you know.• • 
'Then It'll be mine arore you can wink,• sa i d Nipper . •I rode beMna th e kerr tdge 

t il l it stoppe d outsid e a e.i:i,ty orrice tn one ot t.he stre ets off '0lbom . J seed ab out 
•arr the l uggage unloaded , and then I seed a bobby. Art er that I didn ' t watt to see no 
more. Ttp up that 1arr - sov., guv•nor1• 

•rim arra ld you havent t earned it yet,• said Nel sm Lee. •t DUSt know th e name or 
that s t reet off Holborn. Can you remember it?• . 

•Never knew tt, gw 1nor ,• satd Nipper. •But I' ll tak e you tc the very spot tor a 
extra bob. • 

•very well,• said the detect i ve. 'But i t would never do r or us to go out toeether 
In our present clothes . The dH rere nce ln our ~pear-a.nee "K>Uld at t ract ever;yone•s 
attent ion, which t s jullt fflat I want to avoid. Either you ms t put on bet ter clo thes 
or I 111JSt put on shabbier . Whi ch shall It be?' 

•1 should be happy t o obll ge you,• sai d Nipper , With sUbllme cheek, •but mlsfor
tunate)y :rJ evening dress ls at tQY hll'lc l e•s . But I dontt mind being seen with you, for 
cnce in a way, In your 1tOrklng cl othes .• 

There was somethln& so 1Me.scrlbably lu cUcrous In the manner tn Yblch this IIIl'.)ertt • 
nent speecl"t was delivered , that Nelson Lee was doubled up w1th la UChC,er . Hnt ng some
what re covered h1s g.ra,tt)' , he pres ented Nipper with a cigar ette (he knew the way t o 
win a str eet-&rah' s hur t L },and, art.er btdd lng h im keep out or mtschter • reti r ed to his 
fl<>rkroom to make the necessary Changes In his attire . 

Being le tt to hi s own devices , Ntpper firs t made h lt:5elr coir.fortable In an eas ;)
chal r, and then lit h is cigare tte . He "as about halt •way thr ough tt , when t here was a 
rap at the door. 

•Come in1• cr i ed Nipper; and there ~ ufrled Int o the sitt ing- r oom a seedy• l ookt ng 
traq,, who ask ed, tn a thick , unsteady voice, tr ttr . Lee was tn. 

•He ls ,• sai d Nipper, blowing a cloU'.1 or snoke Into the vis itor ' s race , and thereby 
causing him to oough i n a most at s tresstn.g ra stiton. •But wot's your business with Nr. 
Lee? Hets engaged at ~esent, and Ji m doi ng or hi s work.• 

• Indeedl' said the tr amp, aft er another vio l ent rt t or COIJihlng. 'Then p t raps you 
can t ell cr:e lltlere tQY litt l e boy ts? He coue •ere to earn 1arr- a- sov. , and he' s never 
been heard or sln ce L' 

•wou• cried tUpper, bcundtn.g to hl s feet . 
' Don't try any 0 1 )'our tricks on me1• cried the tr8!:lp exctted!y. •where ' s my l ad? 

They tell me Nelson Lee gets boys to come to his house by promi sing to give t hem money, 
and then he cuts 1 em up al h el• 

'l'm orn • cri ed Nipper, M'lose hair MLS literally on end; and , seizing h is cap , he 
made tor t he door . Betore he reached It , h<Mever , t he tramp~ caught him by the 
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co llar or hts coat , a-id the voic e or Nelson Lee said, 'Where are you orr t o , Nipper?• 
Thts only added to his t error , and he oade rrant l c errorts to wriggle away rr:om h1s 

captor ' s grasp . At last, however , Nelson Lee - t or , or course , tt was he, dlsg uls ld as 
a t~ - succeeded 1n making h lm under s tand tne trick which had been played on h.ltn. 

"Well, Jtm blowed 1" sa l d Nipper . •Ye r own ioother would.ntt know you In that g et - up. 
There ' s got to be no more or thes e tricks , tr you and me atn' t to quarrel\ My ner ves 
woo• t stand ' em. • 

• A.11 right , • said Nelson Lee, 111 onl y wanted to t est Iltf dis gui se. Now, then , come 
a l ong wit h me to Holborn, and remember, tr ;my quest i ons are asked , Rtf name Is Stubbi ns , 
and we•re both on the look-out for a jo b11 

•Ri ght you ar e, Stubblns1'" cried Nipper de lig htedly . 

I love that bit where Lee gives Nipper a c i gare tt e , don ' t you? 
We are not told either then , or l ater , how Nipper l os t his cockney 

accent but we do know th a t by the time he arrived at St . Ninians 
(yes : he was at St. Ninians long before he took up residen ce at St. 
Fr ank ' s didn't you know?) he was talking l ike any ot her public scho ol 
boy al though we are not told whether he sp oke Engli sh wit h a public 
school accent . 

There isn • t room in this article for more of this sor t of stuff , 
but some ti.me in the future I ' d l ike to re gal e you with the descrip
tion of the first time Nipper saved Nel so n Lee's l ife . Of course , 
later in lif e they saved each other ' s liv e s with monotonous regular it y, 
but thi s first time was something special , be lie ve me! 

Until then you must possess your soul with patience. 

IN THE SEATS OF THE MIGHTY 

Here at the Digest office this month we rece iv ed a lette r from 
a reader who infonned us that the Duke of Windsor and Lord Thomson 
ar e keen Sexton Blake f ans , and enquired whether these two illustrious 
gen tl emen subscrib e t o C. D. I ' m afraid t hat they don ' t. 

Owing to the soaewhat ambiguous nature of its name , Collectors I 

Diges t receive s sc ore s of enquiries every year on topics which have 
nothing wha tever to do with old boys ' papers . A number of folk, 
especial l y in the States , collect motor car licence plates . Donald 
Rosenber g , a 12-year old of New Jersey , writes me that he i s seeking 
the se plates . He commenced his l e t te r : "I have written t o the 
Prime Minister and he has referred me to you." I' m wondering whether 
your e ditor may claim a place in the Cabinet . 

* * * * 
. .. . * . . 

* 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACIOIAN, 

271 Archdale Road , East Dulwich 1 London, S.E.22 

S EX T O N B LAKE (concluded) By 11. 0 . G. Lof ts 

Sexton Blake has often been described , even today, by some 
writers as "the office boy 's Sherlock Holmes , " whi ch suggests that 
the sto ries were i ntended for adol es cent s only to read. The UNION 
JACI especially disputed this by claiming t hat its s t or ies were for 
reader s of all ages and a survey conducted by the edit or in 1926 
proved that its readers came fro m all age groups ranging from 9 to 90 ! 
Indeed, such r eaders i ncluded famous people from all walks of life -
Stanley Baldwin, whils t Prime Mini ster , often read Blake stories to 
pass away the time on tedious train journeys . The Liberal Prime 
Mini s ter, Ll oyd George read especia ll y those tales by Gwyn Evans, a 
fel l ow Welshman and the son of a cler gyman who was a great personal 
friend of Lloyd George. 

King Edward VIII (aft erwards the Duke of Windsor) , was also a 
reader , be i ng a great admir er of s t orie s writ te n by Donald Stuart (his 
priv at e secretary sent a letter to "Gerald Verner 11 as he is now better 
known, conf irming this) whil s t I coul d add the la t e Tommy Handley , Tod 
Slaughter - who cl,imed to have every Blak e sto ry ever . publi shed -
Br ansby Will iams , and A. E. Matthews (Matty to hi s frien ds) . Only 
recently that grand acto r James Hayte r, now appearing in MY FAIR LADY 
in the West End, confessed that he was an avid reader in his ear l y 
days and was mos t interested to learn from me that a cousin of hi s , 
Ce cil Hayter , had •Ti tten dozens of sto ri es i n those days when the 
author' s name was r.ot given . 

The Sexton Blake bust made it s appearance in March 1926 , when i t 
was scul pture d by Eri c Parker who, amusingly enough, had t o stick a 
l ea d pencil in the base of the neck of th e original plast er cas t t o 
stop the head from drooping ! Ori ginally 850 busts were sent out t o 
lucky subscribers 'Imo had enrolled at l east f ive new reade rs and only 
about a dozen are known to exist today . When the sensa tional 
histo ri cal remains from the Temple of Mi thras were discovered in the 
City a few years agO a much- battere d, almos t unrecognisable bust of 
Blake was being offe red for sale in a secondhand curio sho p as being 
an authenti c rel i c from the f amous Temple ! 

The late Miss Dorothy L. Sayers has often been quoted re gard i ng 
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her statements that she considere d Sexton Blake part of the National 
folklore . Proof that Miss Sayers showed an intense interest in Fleet 
way' s famous characters is shown i n the fact that she gave the name of 
Bunter t o the valet employed by Lord Pe ter ~imsey - eas i ly her own most 
famous character . Another f act , also not gene rally known, is th at 
whilst running the EVENING STANDARD sho r t story features in 1936 , Miss 
Sayers specially commiss i oned I Pierre Quiroule 1 

( The, Roiling Stone -
real name W. W. Sayer, who had written many fine Blakes), to write a 
special tale featuring the great detec ti ve f or the London evening news-
paper . This appeared th e same year and was rep r inted in oversea s 
papers all over the world wit h stories by such famous names as H. G. 
Wells. 

During ~ is period Sexton Blake became more popular and be t te r 
lmown to the public than ever before . There was the Sexton Blake 
gramophone record entitled MURDER ON THE PORTSMOUTH ROAD (HMV No. 
C2044) , with Arthu r Wontner in the l ead ; The Sexton Blake Card Grune, 
and the highly successful yearly Sexton Bl ake Annuals , which r an righ t 
up to the s t art of the Second World War. 

Ninetee n- th ir ty - three sa w the UNION JACK move wit h the times and 
change its s t yle into the big buff DETECTIVE WEEKLY, where its opening 
s tory by Jack Lewis (Lewis Jackson) introduced Blake ' s wastrel brother 
Nigel. H. W. Twyman left his newspaper af t er a year to go free -
lancing for the Americ an market and his place was taken over by Len 
Berry, who later went on t he staff of the United Nations in New York . 
In 1935 a young man was gi ven his first job as editor of the DETECTIVE 
WEEKLY and he did a wonderful job keeping Sexton Blake in the public 
eye by sheer ini ti ative and by bein8 abso lut ely topical. Mr . Hunt had 
Blake playin g al ongside Syd Walker , the frunous BBC junk - man whose 
adventures were known to mill ions; whil st later on Fleetw ay 1 s grea t 
detective was found pit t ing hi s wits against Raf fles , the Gentleman 
Crook~ in ·a series of sto ri es now penned by Barry Perowne (Philip 
Atkey} successor to t he crea t or E. W. Hornung . 

Augus t 1939 saw Mr. Hunt called up from Amalgamated Pre ss for war 
service and unt il the DETECTIVE WEEKLY closed down through paper short 
age in 1940 i t was run by Donal d Bobi n , who was fortuna t e enough to 
win a large sum on the football pools a few years ago . He was the 
son of Jack Babin, a prolific writer of Blakes for IILB.nY years , 

The closing days of the DETECTI VE WEEKLY, before it became a 
ca sualty through paper shortage, saw a Blake se ri al written by that 
fine craftsman , and the last edito r of EVERYBODY' S, George Edward 
Holmes - run i n conjunction with a serial on the BBC. 

PRO CAPrU LECTORIS HABENT SUA FATA LIBELLI - "th e fate of books 
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depend on the capacity of the reader . " So wrote Terenti anus Maurus 
i n the year A.D. 200 - and little did thi s old scholar dream thet in 
A.D. 1939 the art of reading would take a sharp decline owing to the 
popul arity of the pictur e-str ip. The pla in fact must remain, how-
ever , that the strip form of s to ry - telling is exceeding l y popular with 
youngsters t oday ; and sinc e the beginning of the l ast war -
conseq uent l y it i s not surprising to find th a t i n th e very early days 
of t he KJIOCKOUT COMIC Sexton Blake appeared in picture s trip fo rm as· 
well as in short s tor ies . 

Despite the cl osing down, through paper shor tage , of many papers, 
t he SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY managed to survive al t hough it had its four
monthly issues re duced to two; Despite great dif f i culty in get ting 
copy through fro m those star autho r s on war serv ice (alas, many 
passed on duri ng that period , in cl 11ding G. H. Teed, Gwyn Evans, 
Ladbroke Black and Robert Murray Graydon), Mr. Leonard H. Pratt , the 
edit or, succeeded in keeping the S.B. L. going through th e war years -
and in deed until his reti re ment in 1955 after 50 years of f aithful 
service . 

W. Howard Baker took over the edito r ship i n November 1955, and 
abo'ut this time Sexton Blake was giv en an extensive modernisation to 
bri ng him up to da te with current tr ends . 

The resu lt of this f ace- lif t was that Sexton Blake be came a 
rather less asce tic charact er. Not qui te so infallible as of yore , 
but more in keeping with his contemporary riv als . Startling changes 
had t o be made to keep abreas t of t he r apidly changing social mores . 

And what a r emarkable tr ansformat io n was ·wrought in t he SEXTON 
BLAKE LIBRARY. It became as up-to- t he- minute as a daily newspaper 
headline . And on several occasions was actually ahead of t he news ! 

Firs t , Blake lllOVed offices from Baker St reet to Berkeley Square . 
The fro nt door of the new quarters bore the legend : "Sexton Blake 
Investigations . 11 Also about this ti me Blake ent ered in t o reciprocal 
arrangements for co-operat i on with other private i nves tigato rs in all 
capitals of the wor ld . 

His original staff of two who assis ted him on his cases, Tinker 
and t he bloodhoun:l Pedro, had been inc reased . Fi rst to arri ve on 
t he scene was Miss Paula Dane, original ly a copy writer for an adver-
ti sing agency . The second ad.di t ion was Miss Marion Lang, the 
recepti onist , a gir l who in recent s tories where she has played a 
lea ding part has r eally touched the hear t s trings . To complet e the 
trio was Miss Louise Pringle the office typist; a dir ect cont r ast to 
the honey blon de Paula, and beautiful , dark Marion. She i s a middle
aged pl ainly-dressed spinster . 
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I must also on no acc ount f orget Milly t he sealpoint Siamese ca t 
- an in t ensely l oy al f e l ine of her s pecial breed , based on a real l i fe 
namesake , as I can prove by the sc ratch scar marks on my hands : 
Tinker , of course , is an import an t part of t he setup . He is no longer 
t he boy assistan t , but a much more mature young man. Under his fu l l 
name of Edward Cart er , he holds a very s t rong posit i on in th~. Se xton 
Blake Organisa t ion . Pedro the bloodhound , I shou ld mention , has been 
out resting in the count ry fo r some ti me - but reappeared wit h hi s 
young offspring Manuel both residing st Berkeley Square . 

New autho r s were brought in wit h fresh ideas , and stories were 
writ ten to suit a grea t .vari ety of tastes . Cri me, overseas adventure , 
war , and even comedy drama. The edito r himself penned some really 
excellent yarns , t wo of which dealt with war . His LAST DAYS OF 
BERLIN and THE SEA TIGERS have been acclaimed by many r eaders 
bnc lud ing the old - guard Blake fans) as being the fi nest Blake stories 
eve r writ t en . . :. 

Did you want humour in the New Look SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY? Well, 
there was Jack Trevor S tory ( who wrote t hat best se l ler f ilmed by 
Al fr ed Hitchcock THE TROUBLE WITH HARRY - and who ..rote t he cur r ent 
Wes t End film success LIVE NOW, PAY LATER)"tc;° wr ite it . 

New artist s were also introd uced , and when one~ compile a 
list such as F. N. Carcupino , Carose l l i , De Gaspari, De Seta , Fratini , 
W. S . Greenhalgh , Margaret Higgins , .,Jacoby , LionefMorgan , Ol ivetti , 
Hugo Pratt , Si mbori , Marcus St one , Symeo ni, David Wright , Stephan 
Ber ar\Y, and many ot her s , one can gl eall some idea of the variety used . 

Thumb- nai l sketches too have be"en i ntroduced , and amongst t h0 
many artist s commissioned ,one can inc l ude Jack Dunkl~Y of Daily Mirror 
fame . 

Nineteen-fifty-eight saw ano th er highly popular feature appear 
in the LIBRARY, the Mailba g Section . He r e , reade r s f ro m all' over the 
wor ld could ai r their views , and some highly i nt eres ti ng l ette r s were 
published , t oo ~ Includ i ng what must have been Blake 's ol dest reader 
eve r ! A gentle man aged 98 living in Canada . Another fil,m was made of 
Blake also in this per iod , MURDER AT SITE THREE, wit h Geoff rey Toone 
in the leading role , based on \I . Howard Baker ' s novel CRIME IS MY 
BUSINESS. 

Sexton Blake today is s t ill a household wor d, and the Press 
especially seize on any topic dealing with the magic of his name for 
a news - s tory . 

. • •• THE THEFT OF THE FIRST STRASBURG EDITION OF THE MARSEI LLAISE 
FROM THE BRITISH MUSEUM WORTH ABOUT .£2, 00 . LEFT IN A PANIC BY THE 
"BORRO\IER" AT THE LOST PROPERTY OFFI CE AT BAKER STREET - UNDER THE 
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FIRST NAME THAT CAME TO THE BORROWER' S HEAD - 'SEXTON BLAKE? 
• • , A MAN ARRESTED FOR RECEIVING S'OOLEN PROPERTY IN NE\ICASTLE WHO 

SAID HIS NAME \IAS SEXTON BLAKE. Investigations conduc t ed by myself 
proved , however, that his full name was Villiam Sexton Blake. No 
records at Somerset House show any r egistration of a person having the 
singl e Christian name of Sexton followed by t he surname Blake . 

They come from al l walks of life - from an Irish Peer , Lord Mount 
Morres, who wrote in the 19C() period under the name of Patrick Morris , 
to Joseph Stamper, who confessed in his autobiography that he was at 
one time a tramp on the road ! History , too , was made with regard to 
contributors to the new SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY when Mrs. Ross Story , 
wife of the well ]mown write r ; penned a story - the second woman known 
to have done so, the othe r lady in question being Miss Cecily Hamilton, 
a well known playwright wa;y back . . 

Sexton Blake has just passed bis seventy - third year ? Much has 
happened to him in the last coup le of years. The SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY 
ceased publi cat ion in June of 1963, a decision arrived at with under
standable regret by Fleetwa;y , but th e Library has since then been 
revived (by arrangement with Fle e tway , who hold the exclusive copy
right) , by Mayflower-Dell paperbacks. Sexton Blake is a mixture of 
the old and the new in thi s series. He has moved out of his luxurious 
offices in Berkeley Square and is now back in his apartment (now a 
pent-house : ) in Baker Stree t . Tinker is with him. ',I. Howard Baker 
cont i nues to edit the series. 

* * * * * 
THE SCOTLAND YARD INSPECTORS 

By S. Gordon Swan 

Since the inception of the Blake saga in 1893, many members of 
the CID have stalked the pages of the various peri odicals devoted to 
Blake 's adventures , but only one has survived from earl ie r days to 
battle his wey through to the preCarious present. Inspector Coutts is 
best remembered by oldtimers for his encounte r s wit h Dirk Do),land and 
his epic st ruggles alongsid e Blake and Tinker against the inf'lllilous 
Criminals ' Confederation . 

His creator , Robert Murray, subjected him to many adventure s 
grave and gay , but in addi tion Anthony Skene came along and brought 
him into cont act with that brilliant criminal , Zenith ; Gwyn Evans 
invol ved him in some bizarre exploits ; other authors fe ature d him in 
a number of investi gat i ons ; and the modern writ ers introduce hi m i n
to the current scene without his appearing an anachronism. 
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Certain ly he is a somewhat more dign if ied Cout t s than the officer 
who smoked an ex ploding Cigar supplied by Tinker , o r j umped on his 
bowler hat in a fit of exasperation , or sp ou te d whisky like a whale 
when overcome by some emot ion the natur e of which I cannot r emember . 
One is pl ease d to note he has ach i eved promotion in the pa.st fe w years; 
su rely he deserved i t af t er more than f i fty years of service ! 

Apart fro m Coutts , however, othe r names s pring to mind from the 
bowler hat brigad e. Harker, Martin , Widgeon , Rol l ings , Superin t endent 
(otherwise Inspec t or ) Boar , (altern ati vely Bore ); Spear i ng , the 
egregious Superintendent Claudius Venner, Lennard - and , - of course , 
the more recent addit ion s, Superinten dent Dukelow and Commander 
Grimwade . 

One of the ear l iest entrants on t he scene must be Murray Graydon 1 s 
Inspector Widgeon , a pecul i ar , eccentric character who was at tim es 
friendly towards Blake and at others definitely hostile . Someti mes he 
would play a s tr aight - f orward ro le and give s t aun ch support to Blake ; 
at oth ers he would get into a towering rage and der id e Blake and his 
methods and threa t en t he de te ctive with dire pena lti es for allowing 
s ome criminal to slip t hrough his f inge rs. His wors t manifestation 
was in a crime involvi ng Chinese when he became the r ecip ient of a 
symbol denoting dea t h . He gave such an exhibition of craven co war dice 
that was scarcely cons onant with his pos it ion as a Scot l and Yard 
officer and it is difficult to believe that a man of hi s train i ng and 
expe ri ence would be tray such a yello w streak so blatantly . (U. J . 310 
The Yellow Cord) . 

Widgeo n ap peared sole l y in Murray Graydon ' a sto r ies , excep t in 
one instance . In a story of Dr . Satir a , while Coutts was temporarily 
off - s ta ge , Rober t Murray introduced his father ' s creation into t he 
Union Jack , fr om whose pages Inspector Widgeon had l ong been absen t. 

Inspector Mart i n i s anoth er who might be des cribed as a pioneer 
of the CID bri gade . Several authors in trodu ced him i nto th ei r yarns , 
notably Norman Goddard , Mark Osborne and Lewis Jackson , and he is to 
be fo und in the ear l y Rex Hardinge s torie s . It is noti ceable that 
Mark Osborne , i n writin g of th i s charac t er , had him t alking in t he 
jerky , telegrammatic style of In spector Spearing . 

The l a t ter appeared in many of the Norman Goddard sto r ies from 
1905 onwards . He was a stodgy , unimaginative i ndividua l who spoke in 
the jerky style afo remen t ion ed . An odd aspec t of thi s inspect or is 
that , while he was fading out of the pages of the Union Jack , he began 
to appear in a series o f adventures in Plu ck . The se s t ories l asted 
for some years and were written by a number of authors . 

As far as th e Pluck yarns were concerned , Spearing (called more 
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.familiarly Will and very much younger) was the hero , and appear ed to 
be brighter and 11:ore intell ige nt than the olde r i nspector who blunder 
ed along with Blake . In some of th e s to ries in Pluck , Spear ing had 
a girl -fr i e nd named Nel l Renard , who was difficult to r econci le wi th 
the desc r ipt i ons given of I nspec tor Speari ng ' s wife in t he Union J ack . 

On one occasion a t l east , in the Pluck series , Will Spearing 
encountered Laban Creed, whom Sexton Blake fans will re member as an 
opponent of t he gr e at det ective , and a creation of W. Murray Graydon. 

Inspect or Lennard we know as the Scotland Yard man who appeared 
in t he Wal do s tories , 8J1d. was exclusively written 'Of by Edwy Searles 
Brooks . It is interesting to note that, while some of the i nspectors 
were written of by several autho r s , others seemed to remain t he 
property of their creator . Another of this i.lk is I nspect or Rollings, 
and one may· also include in this ca te gory An~ w Murray ' s officer with 
t he variable su:tnallle and rank, Boar or Bore . 

Despit e th e l ong-te rm affect ion one feel s for Coutt s , it has 
al ways appeared to ce tha t the mos t l e vel -headed and likeable of t he 
CID men was Edward Harker . Other authorS als o wrote of him - Cout ts 
Brisbane , Anthony Skene, Reginald Poole , even A. C. Murray . But it 
is Lewis Jac kson 's conception that I r emember, a man of in tegr ity , 
unassuming and intelligent , a good police officer ,and a good fr iend 
and admirer of Blake, 

In Blake ' s lon g battle with Kestre l and his syndicate , Harker 
was at Blake ' s side most of the time , and his ass i sta nce was invalu 
able , his loyalty and honesty unimpeachable . It i s to be regretted 
t hat we do no t hear of hi m nowadays . 

Running Harker a close seco nd was Inspe ctor Rollin gs , who· l ine d 
up wi th Blake to counter the cunning schemes of the India n cri minal ' 
Gunga Dass. There is a tragedy to be spoken of i n this connec tidn. 
In t he last story of Inspec to r Rollings - not a GUJl8a Dass ·yarn - the 
Scot land Yard man was found dead in a locked r oom. At first it was 
believed to be suicide , but when it became appar ent that it was murder 
Sexton Blake and Tinker set out to ca t ch the murderer and vindi ca te 
their ol d fri end Rolli ngs. This note worthy occasion will be re mem
bered by those who r ead 11The Riddle of the Amber Room. 11 This is the 
only instance I can r ecall of an i nspector who was featured in a ser ies 
of stories eventually being killed in the cour~e of duty . · 

That arbiter of sar to rial el egance , Super inte ndent Claudius 
Venner, was not a likeable characte r , al t hough a conspicuous one . He 
was not a staW1ch frie nd of Blake , but a self - opiona t ed , unscrnpulous 
officer who picked the brains of his lon g-suf f er ing "handmaiden " 
De tec tive - Ser geant Belford and of t he great detective as wel l, if he 
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coul d manage it. His verbal feuds with Ti nker provided some amuse-
ment , but one does not remember him wi t h admiration . The latef 
arrival , Dukelow, resembles him in many characteristics . 

Of the newcomers Commander Grimwade impresses one as a man t o 
respect , of solid worth and integri t y . · In t he final analysis, however , 
Inspector Harker remains in my mind as 11the best of them all." 

R EV I EW 

"THE SLAVE BRAI N" Desmond Reid 
Mayflower 3/6 

This entertaining , well - writ t en story belongs to that rare genus 
- novels which appea l to those who like thi, so-called modern set - up 
and a l so to those who prefer the type of story of earlier years . It 
is immensely readable . 

A s~ory of political i ntrigue and in t ernational po~er - seeking , 
with many neat twists, it introduces most of the Blake characte r s of 
the Sixtie s , and older re aders wil l welcome tre appearan<:'e of 
I nspector George Cout t s . The Pri 'me Minister , colD.plete with pi pe , 
plays a part , and at the end we are told that Sexton Blake has an 
appointment - a Command Performance - at a little place near Slough. 
And that sort of thin g - vecy heart - warming - is a flash back to much 
earlier times in t he S.B.L. 

Al together this is a worthy story to herald the r eturn of Sexton 
Blake after his few months ' abs e ttce . The story , in pa8sing , is _ 
cred i ted t O Desmond Reid on the cover and to Peter Saxon on the title 
page . Not th e fir s t time th a t the SBL has n ' t been ab l e quite t)o make 
up its mind . 

WANTED: Nelson Lees (Old Series) numbers 364, 37 1, 407, 451, 452 , 
£1 each off ered if in good condition . Nelson Lee s , Old Series , for 
sale and exchange. 

P. HARLEY, 214 SALTWELLS ROAD, DUDLEY WOOD, CRADLEY HEATH, STAFFS . 

SALE: Ten Chips , six 1934 , one 1935, three 1938 . Good Order . 25/ 
the lot. Post free , 

O. W, WADHAM1 12 MILITARY ROAD1 LOWER HUTT1 NEW ZEALAND. 

SALE~ Holiday ~~l~ 1936~ To; Me~; i Co~ ~f-st .-Jim-;s-(Sp;i~g), 
25T--two. Perfe c t . Postage extra. WANTED: Collectors 1 Digest before 
1965 , Reasonable . L. WORMULL, 245 DAGNAM PARK DRIVE. ROMFORD1 ESSEX. 
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HAMILTONIANA 
Do You Remember ? By Roger M. J enkins 

No. 64 - School boys ' Own LH5rar;y No. 68 - "Si r Japhet 1 s Heir" 
Charles Hamilt on was never a t his happiest when dealing wit h up

starts . He was prepared to show almos t unlim.i ted indu lgenc e to waifs 
like Joe Frayne and Flip - and even to downright di shonest ones like 
Skip - but f or some reason or ano ther he coul d never toler ate people 
who had come up in th e world, shopkeeper s who had made a fortune and 
who were presumptuous enough to want to mix with their betters. And 
for some strange reason , Rookwood. had more t han its fair share of 
upstarts . 

Arthur Br esford - Baggs was the son of Sir Japhe t who, after the 
collapse of his limited company (from which he prudently withdrew at 
the right moment ) , went on to make a fortune in sa usages . For three 
years he was given private tuit i on by a Cambridge M.A. , and then he 
was launched forth on his caree r at Rookwood . Sir J aphet had con
cealed h is son 1 s wher eabouts f r om t he res t of t he family , but Arthur 
had i nnocently wri tten to them al l , and a succession of disastrous 
visi t s commenced, each one cr eating more distres s than the previous 
one . 

To do Charl es Hamilton justice , he was qui ck enough to point out 
the defects in some of the permanent Rookwood characters . There were 
three sets of juniors t rying to cultivate t he friendship of Beresford 
Baggs , and all for the same reasons : Topham and Townsend, Peele & 
Co., and Smythe & Co. Tubby Muff in made a fourth, but he was really 
a non- starter . In addi ti on to t hose who liked the newcomer for his 
money, there was one who hated him for it - MorniJl8t on, who had 
recently los t his own f ortune . The varying attitudes of all these 
made interesting reading enough , but the wretched situation of 
Bere sford - Baggs himsell caused the reader to writhe . Perhaps i t was 
too like real li f e to be bearable. 

Oddly enough , t!'lere were some very discerning comment s on human 
nature made i.n this series . For e xample , when Jinmor Si lver spoke 
politely to Uncle Peter , who dealt in gen t s • cas t- off wardrobes , t he 
following conver sation took place :-

"I t would s ' prise you , the people th at are selling their lef t - off 
wardrobe s in these •ere days . Rich folks , you know - really gr and 
people , what wouldn' t look at the likes of you or me!" 

"Oh! " gasped Jimmy. 
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Lovell chuckled helplessly . Ji.mm.Y's civility to Uncl e Peter had 

t he rather inevitable re su lt that Uncle Peter c he erfu l ly reduced him 
to his own l evel . · 

No one ca n deny the truth underlyi ng Char le s Hamilton • s presen tati on 
of character , but e qual ly t here i s no de nying that thi s i s one of those 
truths that one would rather not read about . 

* * * * * 
LET'S BE CONTROVIBSIAL 

No. 113. SURVIVAL! REVIVAL! 
Recently , a t the t ime of wri t ing , a r evi va l of the famous Musical 

Comedy "The Dese rt Song 11 has opened a t the Palace Theatre, London . 
Accordi ng to the newspapers , members of t he audience called out 11This 
is what we have been waiting for. It Probably , like a good many or· 'us , 
they were ordinary family people who are s i ck t o death o( the filth 
and muck which to- day often. passes for entertainment in the theatre , 
the cinema , and in li t erature . · 

Most of the cr i t ic s were warmly kind i n their reviews , tho ugh 
many admitted that their gen tle re act ions were due to nostalgia . One 
criti c, of a London even ing paper , stood almos t alone in slamming t he 
produc t ion , and his review seemed merel y sp i teful. He commented , so 
f ar as I r ecall , th at if "Des ert Song11 were to be s t aged a t all in 
1967 , it shoul d have been dOne as a "send -up . 11 Meaning , presumably, 
that it should have bee n. n~ed." 

The profession ' s own O~gan, "The Stage, " was not compli mentary . 
This paper observed t ha t "the scenery is t atty ; " 11the orchestra is 
inadequa t e ; " "_the cho1,..1i(, i n numbers , is only a frac t ion of the size 
of that of the origi nal . Pro~uction . " The summing-up by "The St age" 
was that the prod uc t ion is 11unworth.y of a t hea tr e like t he Palace . " 

Now what has "The Dese r t Song'' to do with the Hamil to n papers? 
Noth ing , of Course , excep t that it was first staged in Lon'a.on i n ~ 929 , 
a t a t ime when Charles Hamilton was at the height of hi s powers . And 
its musi c , like-his masterpfeces , is deathless. 

There is a danger in any revival. Unless it compares fairly and 
sat i sfac t orily with the original pr esen t ation , the younger generat i on 
may say "Now what on ear t h di d Mum and Dad once s ee in this? " 

I made exactly the same comment a f ew years ago when a pape r 
of fer ed some heavily pruned substitute stories while gi ving the 
impression that th ey were the work of the genuine Frank Ri char ds. 
do not believe that any chi l d of fill( gene r a t ion would have been 
pleased with them . 

Not so lqng ago I said tha t the sc hool stqry , as we knew i t , is 
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dead . Thi s , mainly , is because t he maste r craftsman of the school 
story is no l onger with us, while revivals gi ve no promise a t all. 
This does not mean that I think that no profitable sale of school 
stories can be made in modern tim es. The success of the post - war 
Bunter books gives the l ie to any su ch assumption . 

I said once that I should not welcome the re - publication of some 
of Charles Hamilton ' s greates t pre -war series , and one or two readers 
were sadly reproachful that I should write such a comment. Yet I 
st ill feel the same, for I am quite assured that any re - publication 
would be "tatty," "inadequate , 11 and unimaginatively slashed to ribbons . 
And that, in my view, would be deplo r able . 

We have seen a number of these "revivals" of the old sto r ies in 
the post -war years . Apart from the unhappy experiment of "Look & 
Learn , 11 t here was another paper which presen ted re - publica t ion of 
some of the Rookwood stories , which were pruned to the bones and 
dithered with so that the stately Dr. Chisho lm was made to say 11Rot : 11 

One of the Armada books was made from chunks of five Magnets , while 
ano t her fine story was spoiled in Armada by an integr a l part of the 
plot being omitted . An old Magnet tale i n l as t year ' s Holiday Annual 
had lost no le ss t han five chapters . Nelson Lee tales r epr inted 
since the war suffered much of th e same fate . 

I li ke to see a re vival if it is good - like "A Strange Secret " 
put out privatel y by t he Charles Hamilt on Museum. But revivals which 
are third-r at e shadoYs of former greatness - no, thank you . 

In it s Edito ri al l ast month, Coll ect ors ' Digest looke d at an 
article which compared the pre - war publicat i ons for yoW1gSter s wi th 
those of today . Fron t he little I have seen of modern periodicals fo r 
the young, they seem to be the worst on the market for six ty years . 

I t is odd what an enormous improvement there was in the printing 
and gener al presen tat i on of weekly publi cations between 1902 and 19()9. 
The other day I was browsi ?"l8 over some per iodicals circa 1902. The 
presentation was crude; the printing was small and messy ; the paper 
was cheap and shoddy; the artistic work was reasonably good , but t he 
pictures were few; editorial items were mostly absent ; t he writ ing 
seemed i n the hack class . 

Yet by 1909 a great change had taken place . There was , i n fact , 
a far grea ter improvement in general presentation be t ween 1902 and 
1909 than there has been between 1909 and 1967. In spite of modern 
t echnique and in spite of what was said in the article which we 
criticised in last month I s editorial . 

"You could hardly expect to sell a paper with a name l i ke Boy' s 
Friend , '1 wrote Mr. E, S. Turner recen t ly . He has a point there , 
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though it is tantamowit to S<\)'ing that "The Sound of Music" would play 
to packed houses in the Odeon or the Granada but would be a complete 
f ailure if sc reened in tteatres named Kinema or Ele ctric Palace . If 
we want to see a film do we really care what t he theatre is called? 
And if a series of stories caught on, would boys really bother two 
hoots what was the name of th e paper presenting those stories? 

There were periods during the long , long life of the Boys I Fr i end 
when it offere d magnif ice nt programmes of reading matter which , in my 
opinion , woul d be attractive 'tQ boys of any generation . Even in the 
cursing , long - haired , sex - mad, @fmbling "sixt ies , 11 I believe that a 
pape r named Boys ' Fr iend which otfered the stories which that paper 
was offering in the autumn of 1917 - Rookwood at its best , Cedar Creek 
at its best , supported by adventure , travel, and boxing tales , all 
superbly illustrated and presented - would be a smash -hit with to-day' s 
over twelves , · 

Nothi ng of the s ort could be offered now a t a price with i n re ach 
of even the elastic pockets of today 1 s yowigs te rs . · When Magnet No. 1 
- origina,l:ly published at a halfpenny - was repr inted , the charge per 
copy was ··1/.f:~ even though there was no author to be paid for his work. 

Since the war there has been nothing published of t he s ame tYJ)e 
and quality as the papers we knew thirty or forty years ago , so anyone 
who write s glibly that modern youth wouldn't read them is merely guess
ing. ·r, t oo , am merely guessing when I believe that youngsters today 
would buy papers of the old type if they wer e available , and buy them 
in the same numbers as they did l ong ago . But the f act is that, in 
1967 , those numbers would not be adequate . Giant circulations are now 
needed to make any paper pay its way, 

Nowadays youngsters are not given what they want but what pub
lishers think they ought to want - and professional writer s on the 
subject talce their cues from the publishers. 

A young children ' s paper like "Puck" - is sues on the ma.rke t as 
l ong ago as 191 2 - has never been surpassed , a nd so far as I can see 
there is nothing of the same qua li ty on th e market tod ay. The c ol ours 
were superb , the print in g excellent , the contents channing, the pa.per 
of good quality , If Mr. Turner or anyone else tells me tha t a paper 
lik~ 11Puck11 of long ago would not sell well for sixpence or whatever 
they charge for Blam and Powie , I jus t don 't believe them. But , of 
course , a paper like Puck coul d not be produced today to sell for six
pence or whatever they charge for Blam and Powie . 

In Britain today, charm and genuine worth ha~e been supersed ed by 
a slick , ha.rd brightness ; vulgarity is both offhand and outspoken ; a 
moral tone seems ri dicu lou s. All this i s ad.mi tted . But the dregs of 
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youth get the spotlight. Ther e is s t ill a hard core of fine youiigsters 
who would buy and read good papers if they had the chance . That they 
do not get the chance is not th e fault of the l'Jblishers. It is the 
res ult of the money- grab and enoraous ovet'he ad costs which makes the 
nornal c ircu lations of yest eryear quite uneconomic r.ow. 

Fi nally , I do not like "send-ups. u They strike me as dismal and 
unfur.ey . 

Excuse more now. I 1 m off to book IUY seat for the "Desert Song." 

EDITORJAL CO~_!! : The above article was written several weeks ago . 
Present repor t s are that "The Deser t Song" is playing to ca pacity 
busines s with enthusi astic audiences . We wish it every success . 

CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

w. T. Th1JRBON: was most inte re sted i n your referen ce to the &pire 
Library, I have never seen any of them, but from advertisements I 
remember seeing in old Marvels when I was l ooking carefully into 
these I think the ear ly number s n:ust have been in Ha.rmsworth1 s most 
patriotic mood. Your cover sho ws a visit to a battleship. I remem
ber an adve rti sement of one copy showing a shooting match between St . 
Ji m's , Greyfriars , and Gordon Gay' s schoo l. I think the original 
intention mu.st have been t he promotion of Harm.sworth' s campaign for 
rearmament on the line s of 11The Invasio n of 1910" and the John Tregellis 
stories in the boys ' papers . I should, for my part, like t o see the 
very early numbers of the Empire Library. 

GERRY ALIISON: I have always thought "Cousin Ethe l 's Schooldays" to 
be a fine story , and a recent re-read ing has not changed my opinion. 
To me, the char acter of Ethel Cleveland i s Charles Hamilton•s greatest 
study of an E:nglish girl, and this story brings out her charring per 
sonal ity to the ful l. Her wit and hwr.our, her courage in adve rsity, 
her gentle affection for her cousin Arthur; her happy fr iendship with 
the St . Jim's boys and her deeper feeling for Fi ggins are all port r ayed 
perfectly. Mos t of all, the vivid con t rast between the open , sincere 
nature of Ethel, and the complex , perverse and involved character of 
the Spanish girl , Dolores Pelham presents a fascinating pictW"e . 

In my opinion, chapters 25 - 36 of "Cousin Et hel ' s Schcoldays" -
( i n B.F.L. 367) gi ve the very quintessence of St. Jim's. The tea party 
in Tom Merry' s study is a sheer deligh t - I once had t he pleasure of 
reading the scene at a meet i ng of the Londo!'l O.B.B. C. Arthur Augustus 
bears no mAl i ce for his smutted face, and be ing the greatest lady 1s man 
at St, Jim ' s is seated next to Dolores. He tries to en t ertain the 
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bore d girl with 11a wathah good sto wy about a fel l ow named Wobinson -
or Wadcliffe - who had a vewy large pl um-cake on his bir t hday. " Poor 
Gussy never finishes t he story . 

Later that evenill8 , D'Arcy and Figgins drive Cousin Ethel and 
Dol ores back to St . Freda ' s i n t he horse and trap. The sc ene reveals 
Martin Clifford at his most master l y ~ the inte r play of the four 
characters upon each other is a powerful tour - de-force. 

I agree tha t it is strange th at this story , and others such as 
11The Boy Without a Name" were over l ooked when t he Schoolboy's Own 
Library was being printed. I hope they will not be overl ooked by John 
Wernham in his superb reprint s of Hamil ton masterpieces . 

11. 0. G, LOFTS: According to Mr. C. M. Down the EMPIRE LIBRARY was 
doomed from the very first issue , probably the most astonishing s tate
ment made by an editor about a paper . The brain wave of Percy Griffith 
the first Magnet/Gem edito r , the idea was to produce a weekly schoo l 
s t ory paper with gr eat appeal to colonial reade r s . Charles Hamil ton 
was to write th e stories each week, and who knows? It may have be
come as successful as MAGNET and GDI. But there was a I'ift in t he 
lute with Percy about the tale s and the outcome was that before t he 
firs t number wa'.s published Char l es Hamil ton refused to have anything 
to do with the paper. : Rather t han drop the idea , Percy Griffi t h got 
t he two sub - editors C.M. Down and H.A. Hinton (both later t o become 
editors) to write the stories between them each week . Our "edit or is 
perfectly correct: about Mr. c . M. Down's writings. He did have a 
pleasant style , and was probably the best of all subs titute writers. 
H. A. Hinton h.owever was no writer at all , and his work e~pe cial ly 
l ost readers . Undoubtedly the magic of Charles Hamil ton was needed to 
make the paper any success . I have not checked all the stories , but 
our editor probably is right that Charles Hamil ton wrote No. 1 2 THE 
DOCTOR' S DOUBLE, but I do know for a f act that Mr . Hamilton di d write 
No. 32 THE GRAMMAR SC)jOOL'S JAPE. Possi bly these may be ' the fe w' . 
that Mr. Hamil ton wrote originally and were to be used when copy was 
l ow. The author 'Jack Lancaste r• hid the iden t ity of A. M. BURRAGE, 
whil st accord ing to G. R. Samways GORDON GAY was one of John Nix 
Pentelow's most favou r ite characters and he used him a great dea l in 
stories . I hasten t o say that this does not mean to assume that it 
was his creation . The name of GORDON GAY suggests a Hamilton 
connection at least . This has been commented on many t imes. 

IIANTED - MAGNETS 884 , 886 , 1180 , 1186 , 1188 , 1194 . 1926 MAGNETS 
and GREYFRIARS S .O.Ls . for sale or exchange . S.A .E , for list. 

JOHN BECK1 291 MILL ROAD1 LEllES1 SUSSEX. 



THE POSTMAN CALLED ( Interesting items from the 
Edi tor ' s let t er- bag) 

DAVID HOBBS (Sea t tle) : To this re ader , some of the most interestil18 
and infonnati ve reading in C,D, is contained in pieces writte n by Mr. 
Roger Jenkins . 

It would never have occurred to me to que st ion any sta tement of 
his , until "DO YOU RmEMBER? / 63" in C.D. //225. May 67 , page 18 -
jus t received here . 

Mr. Jenkins describes GEM JI 42 "Figgins Fig - pudding" as "the 
nearest approach to a Christmas story i n thos~ far off days ." 

Granted that /14 2, dated December 28 , 1907, could well have been 
on the newsstands in time for Christmas read i ng. Neverth eless Mr. 
Jenk.ins 1 s t atement , as quote d is surprising in view of the f act that 
GEM // 37 , dated NovE!llber 23, 1907 (in time , no doubt , to be received by 
many overseas readers) is actually a Grand Christmas Double Number , 
the first such - this beiJ18 the G!)l'S fir st Christmas . 

It cont ains the prototype of what was to become a typical 
Hamilton yuletide story , Entitle d 11Tom Merry' s Christmas , " it is 
chockful , from begimi.ng to end, with snow-fall s and snow- fights , 
breakiJ18-UP and homecoming, holiday plans and parties , Christmas 
carols and feasts - with Peace and Goodwill glos sing over School and 
New House r i valry . 

A grand yarn, thoro ughly readable after almost 60 years. 
No criticism in tended , and my most si ncere t hanks to Mr. Jenkins , 

arid all other sterliJ18 contributors to C. D. 
E. THOMSON (Edinburgh) : Dann,y, wit h his wonderful diary , still is 
one of t he highlights of the C.D. the ol d- time filmstars , the names 
of the si l ent films , to me i.a simply marvellous . What a memory he 
has . I can recall some of the t itles he mentions and some of th e 
film celebrities , but coul d never compete with Danny. 

J. S. ELLIM !,(London): Reference your comment on Jack Barkaway 
(Jack, not To~J he f eatured in 11Boys of England11 as you thought . The 
first story appeared in No, 249, August 19th 1871 , and t here is no 
doubt that he was the mos t famous school characte r ever invented until 
the advent of Billy 3unter & Co, and Charles Hamilton . Also , the r e is 
quite a lot which coold be written about Spring Books, a detail of 
which Mr. 0 . D. Wad.ham seems woefull y unaware. 

STAN !CNIG!IT '( Chel t en.cam): The front and back illustrations on the 
June C.D. are very clear . They must be very good copies to have taken 
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so well . I have never seen a copy of the 11Empi r e 11 library , al th oug h I 
have one or two of the 11Popular , " - they are the later edit ion , not 
the npenny 0 one . 
RAYMOND TAYLOR ( Wolve r hampton) : I wish you could get an article on 
th e early days of the "Jester . " It is a complete b l ank to me. My 
earl i e st memor y is of the stories of t he "Human Bat " and the "Red 
Admiral. " 
CHRISTOPHER LOWDER (Newcastle - unde r-L yme): I ncidentally , I think an 
i n t er esting field of research lies in the papers of the l ate ' 408 ·and 
the ear l y ' 50s. I t ake it that we are all agree d , as Bernard Levin · 
would say , that the "comics " (Comics? Ye Gods ~) of today are pretty 
ghastly . Not so 15 years ago . 11Knockout, 11 "Sun , 11 "Comet," "Film Fun ," 
"Rad io Fun , " and so on, had some splend i d serials in the m - a lot of 
them r eprinted , I unders t and , fro m papers l ike "Bullseye " and "Surprise" 
of the 1930s . And, of course , there were those marvellous Dick Turpin 
yarns. The early "Thriller Comic Li br ary " and the 11Super Detective 
Library " were good val ue for money too - Rick Random ( the first Spa.ce 
Age detective) , John Hunter ' s Captain Dack, t he Armchair Detective , 
Turp i n , D'Artagnan and the Three Musket eers , e t c . I have a nice l ittle 
coll ection going up to about 1958 when the st or ies began to standa r dize 
and , fol l owing on from t hat , dete r io r a te i n quality. I r ecall t hat 
they changed the title of the "Thri lle r £2!&£ Library" to the "Thri ll er 
Picture Li brary . 11 Obvious ly , th e word "Comic" was thought t o be a 
little 11rough" fo :t t he t imes ! 
ARTHUR HOLLAND (Australia) : I ce r tainly would like to see a doub le 
number of our 11C.D. 11 to mark our 250 th i ssue , and our 21s t birth day. 
Such a historic event in our hobby i s wor t hy of something specia l. 

I thought the June "C .D. 11 was an ex tr a fine number . The hi gh 
s t andard of interest susta i ned by Qur regu. l ar f eatures such as "The 
Editor ' s Chat , 11 0 Danny 1 s Diary , 11 11Do You Remember, 11 and "Let's be 
Controversial," al ways amazes me . 

I was much impressed wit h Jim Cook ' s recen t visit t o St. Fr ank ' s , 
and of hi s in t erview with Reggie Pitt and Ezr a Quirke . His comments 
on the Christmas Part y at Rai thmere Cas tle , and the strange and thr ill 
ing adventures of St. Fr ank ' s junio r s , and Moor House girls , brought 
back many interest i ng and enjoyable memorie s . 
PHILIP TIERNEY (Grimsby) : Whilst ack nowl edging that Mr. E. S . Turner' s 
knowledge of juven i le fiction, past and present , far exceeds mine , I 
strongly dispu t e his statemen t tha t the you t h of today 11doesn 1 t wan t 
to know11 about the schoo l stories which wer e once so popular . 

This has never been put to t he te s t so how can anyone asse rt that 
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modern children have reject e d what in fact they have never had the 
opportunity of reading . 

In my opinion oany thousan ds of thoughtful child ren would be 
de li ghted to welcome a new "Magnet " or "Gem" as a refreshing change 
from the comic strip nonsense which is all t hei r present periodicals 
offe r them. 
RAY BENNE'l'l' (Solihull): By all means a double number for the 25()th 
issue and 21st birthday if you can manage it . Cost? Here ' s one who 
will gladly pay double, or more if required to cover expense. Afte r 
all, the C .D. costs less than one penny per day now and surely very 
few club members would quibble . 

NEWS FROM THE CLUBS 

Meeting held 23rd May, 1967 
The Armual Gener al Meeti ng was attended by 11 members . 
There were two lett ers , one from Stan Knight and the other from 

Mr. Hull. Stan ' s was interesting as usual and set us finding the 
authors of lines of poetry, and Mr, Hull's contained two excellent 
ideas. He suggested members who borrowed library books should do 
their best to repair them before returni ng if they required it . Also 
he suggested advertising fo r new members in the Exchange and Mart. 
Both these ideas were acc epted and we i ntend to ac t upon them . 

As this was th e_ A.G.M., reports on the year's working were give n 
by t he officials. The chairman , Ivan Webster reported a yea:r of pro
gress and we had several new members . He said new members were the 
means of wideni ng our horizon for we now had those amongst us who did 
not place Charles Hamilton as No. 1 in their i nt erests. 

Unfortunately the year had had its darker side . The tragic loss 
of Madge Corbett had made a breach in our ranks •il i ch it would be 
difficult to fill . 

The acting secretary ~aid t he newsl et ter , which was his main job, 
had increased in length during the year. This was because it was hi s 
aim to bring closer into the fo l d those who could not attend . the 
monthly meeti ng and yet paid their subsc ri pt io ns faithfully. There 
had been considerable correspondence with them besides visi til18 and 
their l etters formed an interesting part of our monthly programme . 
No one must be allowed to think they were forgotten . 

The financial report fr om Normw:i Gr egory was given and a lo ss of 
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£.8. 6 . 8 . was reported . Aa Norman said there was no cause fo r worry . 
Now we were in.s t alled at the Birmingham Theatre Centre with a lo w 
rental we shtlu l d be abl e to ca:rry on without trouble. After all as 
Norman pointed out we are not a profit making organisa t ion . 

The librarian , Tom Porte r gave hi s repor t and sai!l the solid 
suppor t of our members had enabled him to make i t a suc ce ssful year . 
We now hsd 347 Magnets in t he lib r ary i n addi tion to oth er books and 
we could look forward to even bette r things in the future . 

All the of f ici als were warmly thanked for their s t erling work . 
They were r e- elected "en bloc " except for the chairman which by cl ub 
rule is changed evecy year . The new chairman was George Chatham a 
worthy and popular choice . He has been a member a l ong time , but has 
never previously been chairman . 

The Anni versary number and Collecto r 's i tem were Union Jack 1125, 
May 23rd, 1925 , and Boys Friend Library 469 , "Biggles Learns to Fly" 
7th March, 1935. The raffle was won by Bill Morgan wi th I an Parish 
second - botb go t prizes . 

The meeti..Dg closed with a di scussion on future policy and ways and 
means of at tr ae ting new members . The next meeting is on 27th June at 
the Bimingham Theatre Centr e . J . F . BELLFIELD, 

NORTHffiN 

Meeting held Saturday , 10th June , l967 

Corresponden t. 

While sunbu rnt spec t ato rs were leaving the Test Match at Heading
ley , t he June Meet in g started.wi t h thir t een members presen t . Chairman , 
Geoffrey Wilde , in his opening remarks had a spec i al word of congratu 
l ati on to George Rile y who is now the ,proud fathe r of a baby son . 

After the minutes , the Treasurer 's statement was giv en, and Gerry 
Allison followed it wit h news from postal members. We were all 
deligh t ed to hear that Kathleen Hunt had had a children • s book pub
lished recently called "A Mids~e r Acorn . " A copy was handed round , 
and we were vecy thrilled with t his achievement of one of our members . 

A letter from our colleagues i n Birmi"8ham about the possibility 
of a get - toge t her in Chesterfie l d was discussed nex t, and several 
present were i nterested . Although i t is now rather late to arrange a 
meetin g in the summer , the Secretary was asked to write to our Midland 
friends to see if an Autwnn meeting would be possible .. More detai l s 
of this will be given when the matter is ar ranged. 

We were now di vided into two teams captained 'by· Ron Hodgson, and 
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Geoffrey Wilde , and each se t to work to solve an iden t ical Cross Word 
Puzzle compiled by Gerry Allison . All t he clues were hobby i terns and 
Ron ' a team romped home winners , each receiving a plastic bookmarker 
from the Sec re ta.ry . 

Jack Allison now took the chai r to give the second ins t alment of 
our Greyfriars serial . He adeptly picked up Tom Roach I s threads in 
his first chapter , and the second was an amusing classroom scene with 
t he Remove construing La tin with Mr. Quelch . Bunter made a lovely new 
' howler , 1 which was very well received . 

The Rhymin;, Quiz from Cliff \lebb was read out by Gerry nex t. 
(The answers were sealed up.) There was a good deal of br ow wrink 
ling and requests 11Would you read that again , please , " but also a 
good many satisfied ejaculations of "Oh, yes . 11 Out of twenty Geoffrey 
had a full score , and Ron, and Bill Williamson followed closely with 
eighteen each. 

The l adies now handed round t he ref r eshments , as welcome as ever , 
and the interval of chat followed . Harry Barlow had brought a Quiz 
along too , so now we sorted ou t pencil and paper again , to solve the 
questions (some rather abstruse) delivered in Harry ' s inimitable 
manner. Geoffrey a.rxi Bill were joint winners , with Gerry third . 

The time had gone far too quickly , and Sexton Blake ( who had 
I come1 at Cyril Rowe' s invitation) had not t ime t o 'speak 1 to us , but 
happily this interesting event can be enjoye d next mont h . Also we 
shall be celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the founding of St . 
Frank ' s with a talk by our residen t exper t , Jack Wood . So, the 
members dispersed with an enjoyable evening to look back on, and 
happy anticipation of anothe r to come. 

Next meet i ng Saturday , July Bth , 1967. 
M. L. ALLISON 

Hon. Sec . 

There was another successful and jolly garden party gathe,;ing on 
t he occasion of the Ashford , Middlesex meeting on Sunday , June 18th . 
Following on to the Eastwood House one of happy memories, t here was 
a good muster on one of the finest Sundays of the year . The host , 
Ben Litvak and his capable hos tess wife , provided a very f i ne study 
feed out in the garden , amidst the fruit trees and with the song birds 
in a t tend.ance. 

Roger Jenkins , librarian of the Hamilton books gave an excellen t 
repor t; more pos tal borrowers can be accommodated . No Nelson Lee 
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report as Bob Bl ythe was on holiday in Wales. 

The Sher lock Holmes pub dinner was discussed. Don Webster and 
Brfan Doyle to get more particu l ars. 

Len Peckman gave details of t he mini -bus ,l :ich is to convey 
those members who signified their intention to use this transport, to 
the 11Greyfriars," Wokinghe.l& meeting . 

Ben Whiter ' s ciuiz was won by Millicent Lyl e arid Larry Morley , 
thirds were Bert Staples, Roy Parsons and Josie Packman. 

Two readings from 0 The Boys' Cinema, " by Larry Morley were Round 
the Campfire by William s . Hart and a paregr~ph about Charlie Chaplin 
and "The Kid!' These were thoroughly enjoyed. 

Bill Lofts then di s played the coloured cover of Be s t of Magnet 
and Gem, whic h will be on sa le on July 7th by the Fleetway Publica 
tion,, . The price will be 3/6, Thi s led to a very l engthy discussion 
and debate as to what period was the best in the hi s tory of those two 
papers. Roger Jenkins, Charlie Wright, Len Packman , Don Webste r , 
Rey Hopkins were amongst those who voiced their opinions , all of which 
were different . 

Ray Hopkins rendered a delightful Robinsdn Cleaver reading taken 
from his story "Short Term at Greyminster." Winding up the meet ing, 
Don Webster read an article from a recent "Daily Mail" issue enti tled 
"Speaking as one who wie l ds the cane." Wr itten by a north country 
he&dmeste r , it invoked a leng t hy debate on the subject of corpora l 
p.mishment in the schools. A very good discussio n ensued end pro b
ably it will be resumed at a future meeting when one end ell can si r 
their views r e the subject at the old boys ' books 1 schools . 

With grateful t hanks to the l:osts end the many helpers it was 
time to wend our way homewards on a very delightful suu:mer' s eve ning. 

Next meeting on Sunday, July 16th , at Greyfriars, Holly bus t. Ride , 
Wokingham, Berks . Kindly inform host , Eric Lawrence , if intending t o 
be present . 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

DEATH OF A VERY POPULAR AU'IHOR 
. By W. 0. G. Lofts 

It is with very deep regret that I have to record the death of 
GEORGE E. ROCHESTER. I only learned of his passing on a recent visit 
to Fleetway House . 

Older readers of the C.D. will remember that it was my privilege 
to meet Mr. Rochester several times, and fo . report in the C.D. full 
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deta i ls of his writings and vari ous per..- names. 
George E. Rocheste r won fame in juver.i le fic t ion f or his sto ri es 

of the air . His work appeal'ed in dozens of boys papers including 
sedals in the MAGNET. The la t e Charles Hamilton once told me that 
his tales read ' like a smack of fresh ai r.' A fo nner bombe r pil ot in 
the first world war he was shot down and became a prisone r of war, and 
so was ahle to W'rite first hand authentic stories of flying and adven
ture. 

A small man, w'ho never got over the loss of his wife, Mr. 
Rochester seemed to lose interest in life, and , after suffering a 
stroke, plus a year living in the U.S .A. with a daught er , he entered a 
R.A.F . hospital where he eventually di ed , 

Giving pleasure to millions of readers (he wrote over 75 books) 
Geor ge E. Rochester deserved a bette r and much happier li fe in his 
l ate r years, but his readers will al ways have happy memories of his 
fine sto r ies. 

THE BEST OF IIAGNET &: GEM 

We had 'hoped to be able to give you a review of t he forthcoming 
publication "The Best of Magnet&: Gem. " Unfortuna t ely , a t the time of 
goi ng to pr ess , no copy of the keenly anticipated book has yet reached 
us . 

"The Best of Ma€net &: Geo:," published by Fleetway Publications , a t 
3/6 , is due to be on sale in the shops from July 7t h. All being well, 
we shall review it in our next issue . 

\IAIITED: MAGNETS 1278 - 1 284 (Egypt) ; 1573 - 1582 (Texas) ; 1589 - 1598 
{South Seas). 

II. ROI/ARD BAKER, 82 GIRDWOOD RD, 1 PUDNEY1 S. W. 18. 

HAVE YOU YET CONPLETED AND RETURNED YOUR ENTRY FORM FOR 

INCLUSION IN COLLECTORS I DIGEST WHO'S WHO FOR 1967? 

THI S IS JUS7 A Rl}!INDER THAT THE LAS'!' DATE FOR RECEI VING 

THE FORMS IS July 15th . 

DON' T LEAVE I T TOO LATE! 

Cdltid BY tri C ti)fie, EiCeliiof R&JR, Cf'ofe Rold, Bw'blt&i, SuffiY. 
LlthMupU cated by York OupU catlna Servl cea , 12a The Shambles , York. 


